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Rhode Island State Planning Council 

Draft Minutes of Thursday, December 11, 2014 Meeting 

William E. Powers Building 

Conference Room A 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 

 

 

 

I. ATTENDANCE   

 

1. Members Present 

Mr. Steven Hartford, Chair Director of Administration  

Mr. Kevin Flynn, Secretary Associate Director, Division of Planning 

Mr. Daniel Beardsley Executive Director, RILOCAT 

Ms. Jeanne Boyle President’s Designee, RILOCAT 

Ms. Ana Cano-Morales Public Member 

Ms. Janet Coit Director, RIDEM 

Ms. Jeanne Cola Chair, RI Housing Resources Commission 

Ms. Sharon Conard-Wells West Elmwood Housing Development Corporation 

Mr. Michael Fine  Director RI Department of Health 

Mr. Ruben Flores-Marzan Planning Director, Providence Department of Planning and 

Development 

Ms. Marion Gold & Mr. Nicholas Ucci  Director & Chief of Staff, RI Office of Energy Resources 

Mr. Michael Lewis Director, RI Department of Transportation 

Mr. Marcus Mitchell Small Business Representative 

Mr. Thomas Mullaney RI Department of Administration, Budget Office 

Mr. L. Vincent Murray  RILOCAT, Government Official Representative 

Ms. Amy Petine  Representing Mr. Raymond Studley, RIPTA 

Ms. Amy Rainone  Representing Mr. Richard Godfrey, Executive Director 

Rhode Island Housing 

Mr. Jan Reitsma  Governor’s Policy Office  

Mr. M. James Riordan Public Member 

Mr. Samuel Shamoon  Governor’s Designee 

Mr. Michael Walker Representing Mr. Marcel Valois, Executive Director, 

Commerce RI 

Ms. Janet White-Raymond  Public Member 

Mr. Jeffrey Willis Representing Mr. Grover Fugate, Executive Director, RI 

Coastal Resources Management Council 

Mr. Scott Wolf  Environmental Advocate 

 

2. Members Absent 

Mr. Roy Coulombe Public Member 

Mr. John Trevor Environmental Advocate 
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3. Staff – Division of Planning 

Ms. Melanie Army Supervising Planner, Statewide Planning 

Mr. Jeff Davis Principal Planner, Statewide Planning 

Ms. Siobhan O’Kane  Principal Planner, Statewide Planning 

Mr. Jared Rhodes  Chief, Statewide Planning Program 

Ms. Karen Scott  Assistant Chief, Statewide Planning 

Ms. Dawn Vittorioso  Executive Assistant, Division of Planning 

Mr. Chris Witt  Principal Planner, Statewide Planning 

 

4. Guests 

Mr. Bruce Aciz 

Mr. Howard Allen 

Mr. Donison Allen 

Ms. Diane Allen 

Ms. Denise A. Barge 

Mr. David Berry 

Ms. Michele Berry 

Mr. Dan Bidondi 

Mr. Ian Bowles 

Ms. Meredith Brady 

Mr. Russell Brush 

Ms. Sheila Brush 

Mr. Joseph Buchanan 

Mr. James Burrows 

Ms. Denise Burrows 

Mr. Michael Byrns 

Ms. Pauline Campbell 

Ms. Catherine Carr-Kelly 

Ms. Rita Chabot 

Ms. Jame Chabot 

Governor Lincoln Chaffee 

Mr. John Chambers 

Mr. Elan Chenix 

Ms. Jess Cigna 

Mr. Abel Collins 

Ms. Donna Cook 

Mr. George Cooper 

Representative Doreen Costa 

Mr. Rick Crenca 

Ms. Kathi Crowne 

Mr. David Dadekian 

Ms. Pat D'Ambra 

Mr. James Dame 

Mr. Antonio DaSilva 

Mr. Roy Dempsey 

Mr. Peter Dennehy 

Ms. Liu Dexter 

Ms. Maeve Donohue 

Mr. Fred Dorphman 

Mr. Daniel Dwane 

Mr. Craig Evans 

Mr. Emil Fachon 

Ms. Wendy Fachon 

Ms. Debra Fajr 

Ms. Bethany Falero 

Ms. Shoshana Feinstein 

Ms. Amy Feucht 

Mr. Lawrence Fitzmorris 

Mr. John Fitzsimons 

Mr. John Flaherty 

Ms. Patricia J. Fontes 

Ms. Diana Fox 

Mr. Rupert Friday 

Mr. Peter Galvin 

Ms. Sharon Gamba 

Ms. Megan Gardner 

Senator elect Mr. Mark Gee 

Ms. Pamela Gencarella 

Representative Antonio Giarrusso 

Ms. Armeather Gibbs 

Mr. Lawrence Gillheeney 

Mr. Steve A. Girard 

Ms. Vern Graham 

Mr. Nick Grasso 

Ms. Ellen Greene 

Mr. Barney Heath 

Mr. Adam Hecht 

Mr. Peter Hewett 
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Ms. Deb Hickey 

Mr. Scott Bill Hirst 

Mr. Michael Hogan 

Ms. Emma Hogarth 

Mr. Dino B. Iacobo 

Mr. Clay Johnson 

Ms. Adri Kalisvaart 

Ms. Margaret Kane 

Mr. Herbert Katz 

Mr. Nate Kelly 

Ms. Margaret Kerr 

Senator Nicholas D. Kettle 

Mr. Bruce Kopec 

Representative Elect Robert Lancia 

Mr. Stephen Larrick 

Ms. Nancy Letendre 

Ms. Nancy Liu 

Ms. Maria Mack 

Mr. James Manfredi 

Ms. Bonnye Manfredi 

Ms. Lucille Massemino 

Mr. Robert Matteo 

Ms. Andrea Mazie 

Mr. Michael McDonald 

Ms. Lacey McGreevy 

Mr. James McGuire 

Mr. John McKenna 

Ms. Marilyn McKenna 

Mr. James McMullen 

Ms. Carolyn Medeiros 

Mr. Scott Millar 

Ms. Mary Miller 

Mr. Charles More 

Ms. Elaine Morgan 

Ms. Sandra Morse 

Ms. Jean Nutini 

Mr. Fred Ordonez 

Mr. Stephen Ostiguy 

Mr. Carl Pallister 

Mr. Ken Payne 

Ms. Mona Pearlman 

Ms. Elizabeth Pedro 

Mr. William Perry 

Mr. Jack R. Peters 

Ms. Shelly Pezza 

Mr. Michael Pino 

Mr. Justin Price 

Mr. Joseph Principe 

Ms. Sandi Puchalski 

Mr. Robert Quattrocchi 

Ms. Anisa Raoof 

Mr. Jon Reiner 

Ms. Sherry Roberts 

Mr. Nelson Rocha 

Mr. Gordan Rogers 

Ms. Allison Rogers 

Mr. Albert Romanowicz 

Mr. Paul Roselli 

Ms. Corinne C. Russo 

Ms. Brigid Ryan 

Mr. Clarke Ryder 

Ms. Judith Ryder 

Mr. Wayne Salisbury 

Mr. Todd Sandahl 

Mr. Samuel Sivik 

Ms. Diane Slader 

Ms. Elizabeth O. Smith 

Mr. Michael Sokoll 

Ms. Linda Sollitto 

Ms. Lyn Spinella 

Mr. Anthony Spiratos 

Mr. Joseph St. Lawrence 

Ms. Martha Stamp 

Ms. Claudia Staniszewski 

Mr. Neil Steinberg 

Mr. Michael Stenhouse 

Mr. Randy Swanson 

Ms. Donna M. Swanson 

Mr. Dan Tirado 

Mr. Fred Urdonez 

Mr. Glenn Valentine 

Mr. Michael Waite 

Ms. Marilyn Walaska 

Mr. Andrew Webb 

Mr. David Westcott 

Mr. Gary Whitney 

Mr. Bill Williamson 

Mr. Eric Wishart 

Mr. Jonathan Wolusky 

Ms. Susan Wynne 

Ms. Faye Zuckerman 

Please note that there were six other individuals in attendance; however, their names could not be identified. 
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II. AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Chairman Hartford called the meeting to order on December 11, 2014 at 9:05 a.m.   

 

2. Approval of the October 22, 2014 Meeting Minutes – for vote 

 

This item was deferred.   

 

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items 

 

Mr. Hartford took a moment to explain that the public comment period would be limited to one hour and said 

that he would call upon members of the public that signed up to provide a comment.  He noted that those 

public members that are called upon to speak would be given an opportunity to speak for two minutes. 

 

Mr. Hartford next introduced Governor Lincoln Chaffee who took a moment to discuss Rhode Island’s 

improving economy.  He pointed out that four years ago the unemployment rate was 11.4% but is now 7.4%, 

which is the seventh best decrease in the country.  Governor Chaffee next indicated that for 15 consecutive 

months, unemployment numbers had fallen and are now at their lowest level since April, 2008.  He then shared 

Rhode Island’s employed statistics and said that the number of employed is up 15,600 since the beginning of 

the year, which is the best start since 1984.  Next he noted that Rhode Island’s economy now has positive 

momentum and pointed out the importance of doing research and planning as has been done with the 

proposed draft Economic Development Plan.  He concluded by welcoming comments on the proposed draft. 

 

The following individuals spoke either in favor or opposition to the plan: 

In Favor:                                                                                               In Opposition: 

Mr. Joseph Buchanan    

Mr. John Chambers    

Ms. Jess Cigna     

Mr. Abel Collins     

Ms. Maeve Donohue    

Ms. Diana Fox     

Mr. Rupert Friday     

Mr. Barney Heath     

Mr. Stephen Larrick    

Ms. Nancy Letendre    

Mr. Ken Payne     

Ms. Anisa Raoof     

Mr. Jon Reiner     

Ms. Brigid Ryan     

Mr. Neil Steinberg     

Mr. David Westcott    

 

Mr. Ian Bowles     

Mr. Michael Byrns     

Representative Doreen Costa   

Mr. Roy Dempsey     

Mr. Mark Gee     

Representative Antonio Giarrusso   

Mr. Peter Hewett     

Mr. Scott Bill Hirst     

Representative Elect Robert Lancia  

Ms. Elaine Morgan     

Mr. Jack R. Peters     

Mr. Todd Sandahl     

Ms. Diane Slader     

Mr. Michael Stenhouse    

Mr. Dan Tirado     

Mr. Michael Waite
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4. RhodeMap Rhode Island Draft Economic Development Plan  – for action 

 

Mr. Hartford introduced Mr. Flynn who began by thanking the public for their attendance.  He then said that 

the State Planning Council has heard and considered many different perspectives over the course of the 

planning process, both in person and in writing.  That being said, he pointed out that the plan does not change 

any laws or regulations, that it will not create any programs or offices; nor will it establish sources of funds or 

budgets.  He said the plan is a guide, a tool kit of options, and a framework for approaching many of the 

difficult decisions Rhode Island still has before it, which is the role of the State Guide Plan.  Mr. Flynn said that if 

the Council approves adoption, the next Governor, General Assembly and each municipality will need to 

continue a public dialogue about which strategies to pursue and how to go about pursuing them, which is the 

role of public leadership. 

 

Mr. Flynn next took a moment to address some of the general concerns that were raised over the past several 

weeks.  He indicated that there were concerns that the plan would diminish personal property rights and noted 

that the plan will not and does not have the authority to do so.  Next, he addressed the concerns that the 

adoption of the plan would take away certain local governance authority and stated that the plan does not 

advocate doing so nor does it have the authority to do so.  On another related concern, Mr. Flynn said that the 

adoption of the plan would not allow HUD to demand things of the state against its will and it will not make 

Rhode Island subject to any rules or regulations that it isn’t already subject to.  Lastly, Mr. Flynn said that there 

was a misunderstanding about the role of the Social Equity Advisory Committee (SEAC) and their proposed 

social equity principles.  He explained that the members of the SEAC were hardworking, committed partners in 

the process, along with all of the members of the grant Consortium.  The SEAC itself has no decision making 

authority and their principles are not an official policy statement of the plan, the State Planning Council or the 

State of Rhode Island but are included as an appendix to the draft as a means of further communicating the 

SEAC’s recommendations for reducing disparities and widening opportunities for all.  

 

Next, Mr. Flynn discussed the two minor edits to the plan since November.  He indicated that language was 

added to the cover of Appendix A, which made it clear that the social equity principles are advisory guidance 

from the SEAC.  The other edit was in reference to DEM as the operator of the wastewater treatment facility 

State Revolving Loan Fund and has been deleted given that the program is co-managed by the Rhode Island 

Clean Water Finance Agency. 

 

In closing, Mr. Flynn shared his thoughts as to the plans intent and said that the plan is about increasing choice 

and opportunity for everyone throughout the state.  It is about celebrating and building on Rhode Island’s 

strengths and making sure all of Rhode Island’s government processes and regulations are clear, consistent, 

timely, and customer friendly, while protecting the health and well-being of people and the environment.  The 

plan is about using data and facts to inform Rhode Island’s goals, track progress and to publicly hold ourselves 

accountable.  It is about creating a place where people feel comfortable taking risks, and being innovative and 

entrepreneurial. 

 

Mr. Hartford thanked Mr. Flynn for his comments and asked if anyone had any additional comments or 

questions. 

 

Mr. Wolf said that the plan is a solid economic development plan that draws from Rhode Island’s strengths.  He 

noted that it will be up to the general assembly and the governor elect to implement the Plan to move Rhode 

Island forward. 
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Ms. Boyle asked Mr. Flynn to overview the supporting documentation completed prior to developing this plan, 

which he subsequently did.  Ms. Boyle next noted that dates were not included as to when the supporting 

documents were prepared and requested adding such information to the plan. 

 

Mr. Reitsma began by stating that it’s important to listen to what is being said rather than dismiss it.  He said 

that the comments made can be used as a tool to see what could have been done differently and what can be 

done in the future to improve processes.  He said that he has heard different opinions as to how open and 

inclusive the process has been and stated that the process was, in his opinion, “very open and very inclusive”.   

Mr. Reitsma next said that the plan can be used as a tool to develop a future economic strategy and then 

pointed out that the new governor is not bound by the plan.  He concluded his comments saying that he 

supports the plan because he feels that it will allow government to integrate and coordinate the various 

activities of its many arms. 

 

Mr. Mitchell asked Mr. Flynn to outline the outreach efforts that were conducted as part of the process, which 

he subsequently did. 

 

Ms. Coit indicated that her participation with the Council allowed her to hear all of the public comments.  She 

pointed out that this is the first time agriculture open space and the value of the state’s tourist economy is 

mentioned in a plan.  Ms. Coit said that she supports the plan and noted that there was a lot of input to the 

plan, the process was extensive and the product is appreciated.  She concluded noting that the plan will 

undergo further debate; however, it will help the state move in the right direction. 

 

Ms. Boyle asked what the process was for the adoption of the existing state guide plan economic development 

element.  Mr. Flynn said the process was the same as has been done for this one. 

 

Mr. Hartford said that often times important and impactful decisions can be difficult to make and can raise 

strong opinions from both sides.  He said that a lot of work and participation went into the development of 

plan and therefore that he felt that the next step is to move forward, which will allow the next governor and 

the next session of the general assembly to take the necessary steps to reposition Rhode Island’s future 

strategic economic planning.  

 

There being no further comments or questions, Mr. Hartford asked for a motion.  Mr. Flores-Marzan motioned 

to approve.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Lewis.  The following members voted Aye Beardsley, Boyle, 

Cano-Morales, Coit, Cola, Conard-Wells, Fine, Flores-Marzan, Flynn, Hartford, Lewis, Mitchell, Mullaney, 

Murray, Petine, Rainone, Reitsma, Riordan, Shamoon, Ucci, Walker, White-Raymond, Willis and Wolf all voted 

to approve.  There were no nay votes, abstentions or further discussion.  At this point Council member Gold 

was not present to vote. 

 

5. 2014 Committee Nominations, Proposed “Slate of Names” – for action 

 

This item was deferred. 

 

6. Associate Director’s Report 

 

This item was deferred. 
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7. Other Business 

 

There was none.    

 

8. Adjourn 

 

There being no further discussion, Council member Flores-Marzan motioned to adjourn.  The motion was 

seconded by Council member White-Raymond.  The following members voted aye Beardsley, Boyle, Cano-

Morales, Coit, Cola, Conard-Wells, Fine, Flores-Marzan, Flynn, Hartford, Lewis, Mitchell, Mullaney, Murray, 

Petine, Rainone, Reitsma, Riordan, Shamoon, Ucci, Walker, White-Raymond, Willis and Wolf all voted to 

approve.  There were no nay votes, abstentions or further discussion.  At this point Council member Gold was 

not present to vote.  The meeting adjourned at 10:43 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Kevin Flynn 

Secretary 
 


